Judging from what has happened in other asylums this number of beds would be nearly useless, unless, indeed, the kitchen and laundry be made of large size, and materials kept always on hand for the erection of wooden huts, tents, or iron buildings. Dr. Goodall does not think the mortality from consumption excessive, and he favours the idea that consumption is a mode of exitus in the congenitally deficient, and that it is less a matter of environment than of inherited tendency. We, of course, agree so far with Dr. Goodall as to admit that tubercular disease is one mode of exit in the insane; but we think he should substitute the word " more " for the word "less " in the last part of the sentence. The instances he refers to of the model sanitation asylums having a mortality from consumption of 44 per cent., and of the overcrowded asylum having a consumptive mortality of only 6 per cent., do not of themselves prove anything. In the first case the patients may not get their 3,000 cubic feet of air per hour, and they may spend only a small part of the day in the open air. In the second case the perflation of air in the dormitories may give more than the minimum 3,000 cubic feet per patient;, and thus patients may be out of doors nearly all day. In the first case there would be real overcrowding, in the second case only nominal overcrowding. Again, the first asylum may be warmed by some injurious system of hot air or hot water, the second may be warmed by health-giving open fireplaces. Having been informed on these points we should want to know about the diet, the clothing, the medical attendance, &c. Dr. Goodall takes a somewhat hopeful view of the establishment of pathological laboratories, and we trust to find in some future report that his views will be justified. As regards prevention of insanity he says " that can be preached by the lunacy specialist with at least as much eloquerce as by the general physician, and probably with as little efficacy." From which we may infer that his hopes of prevention are not great. The committee '' bear testimony to the most able and satisfactory work which is being continued by the medical superintendent."
